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Marr. vii. 24. 


Whoſoever heareth theſe Sayings of mine 
and doth them, T will liken him to a 
wiſe Man which built bis Houſe upon 
a Rock, and the Rain deſcended, and 
the Floods came, and the Winds blew, 
and beat upon that Houſe, and-it fell 
not, for it was founded upon a Rock; 
and every one that heareth theſe Say- 
ings of mine and doth them not, ſhall 
be likened unto a fooliſh Man which 
built his Houſe upon the Sand, and the 

| Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Winds blew, and beat upon 
that Houſe, and it fell, and great was 


the Fal of it. 
Els is the Concluſion of our Savieur's 
Sermon upon the Mount, and ſerves 
T to teach us how careful we ſhould 
4 be to have our Hope of eternal Life 
well grounded, and qur Foundation 89 4 
laid ſure, leſt in a time of Trial we ſhould fail, 
and all our Chriſtianity and Religion, like a Struc- 
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ture il founded, ſhould. totter and fall, and leave 
us miſerable for ever and ever. | 
This has certainly been the ſad Caſe with many 
who in their Life-time would have it, they were 
well enough, were angry if any did but venture to 
1 their Safety, their Knowledge in the My- 
| ary, of Godlineſs, or Experience of Grace, til] 
perhaps the Strokes of Death, or the near Ap- 
proach-of Eternity ſhook their Building, and they 
felt with Horror and Diſtreſs that they had only 
bualt on Sand, and with all their Boaſts and falſe 
__ - Righteouſneſs, have trembled to ſee all fall, and 
— waſh away as the Smoke out of the Chinmey. | 
In this weightieſt of Matters we cannot be too | 
ſecure and ſafe, let us therefore confider the Words | 
of our Sawzour, and learn of him, who built all Things, 
to lay our Foundation on a Roth, that none of the Dan- 
ger he mentions may come nigh us, and that in his 
Jay we may be called wie, and be found worthy, 
when Heaven and Earth ſhall flee away and be ſha- 
ken terribly, to Hand before the Son of 4 
I know how very ready many Aſſertors and Pro- 
pagators of the Doctrine of our own Righteouſneſs, 
are to make this Text ſerve them; for, fay they, | 
The 2 F the good Builder conſſſts in his having | 
done all our Saviour's Sayings, and not in hearing or | 
believing oniy; and hereby ſome _—y can be 
brought to doubt of the true Doctrine of Free Juſ- 
tification through the Grace and Righteouſneſs of 
Oni, and ſo build with the untempered Mortar of 
their own Works and Merits, till the Day of Tri- 
al, and then all muſt fall, and great ſhall be the Fall 
of it, for Body and Soul ſhall fall into Hell, yea all, 
whatever is not built upon Chr:/i and his Merits, 
ſhall not ſtand; all elſe is Sand, however ſpecious 
= and good in Mens Eyes, and ſo ſhall be found in 
mute Day of Judgment. 9 | In 
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12 
In this Diſcourſe of our Saviour s, one Thing is to 
be obſerved, and that is, that leſt, amidſt all his Pre- 
cepts and Inſtructions (of which this Sermon is full) 
his Diſciples ſhould miſunderſtand him, and think 
their beſt Obedience to theſe ſhould be the Ground 
of their Acceptance with God, he ſays, but fir/t jeet 
the Kingdom of God and bis Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
Things ſhall be added unto you, Matt. vi. 33. | 
As if he would have ſaid, My Diſciples, I have now 
ſpoken my Mind, and what alſo is my Father's Will: Af 
ter this Manner fhould you think, and thus ſpeak, behave, 
live, and do, but then be wiſe, and like a Builder wha 
is going to build, be firſt digs deep and finds the Rock, 
and then lays his Foundation ſure, and builds ſafely ; fe | 
ye, firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God that is in you, and his 
Righteouſneſs, this is your Rock and Foundation, before 
all Things get this, and you ſhall build ſafely, all other 
Blefſmgs ſhall be given you over and above, but till you 
have found this you are not right, and ſhould you go on 
to build you would be like fooliſh Men, who without a 
Foundation” build upon the Sand. Ye hear my Sayings, 
do as I bid you, firſt ſeek the Kingdom: of God and his, 
Righteouſneſs, for 'many will hear theſe fayngs if mine 
and go away ; firſt they will attempt to do Works in 
their own Strength, and ſo make a Righteouſneſs of 
their awn, and dream of having my Rightemujneſs to 
help out and make up the Defictency of theirs, and ſa, 
2 a Foundation, build upon Sand, and have all 
they do and burn up in the Day that ſhall try all 
4 2 upon is Earth. , = 
Our Sawour will not let a Pizce of his new Cloth, his 
. which is everlaſting and without Fault 
before the Throne, and which was wrought out and 
finiſhed with ſo many Years of Pain and Labour, go 
to mend our old Garment, or patch up the filthy Rags 
af our Righteouſneſs. He that cannot, and will not 
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[93 | 
fruſt the Obedience of Cbriſt, the Righteouſneſs of 
the Sor of God, he may do what he will, he may 
build as he pleaſes, and make all Men admire his 
wonderful Works, and as ſure as he lives he ſhall 
ſee all fall; for all is built upon Sand, and with- 
out a Foundation. 

This is not the only Place in the Scriptures where 
our Saviour and his Righteouſneſs is called a Rock, 
or Foundation ; for even in the Prophets and in the 
Pſalms He was preached as the Rock 7 Ages; and 
fo Moſes taught the Children of Mael, and David 
ſo ſung in the Congregation of God, Deut. xxxii. 
Ale. 3 Ni. 2, c. 

Tſaiah alſo had done the ſame when he ſaid, Thus 


faith the Lord God, behold I lay in Sion for a Founda- - 


tion, a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Corner-ſlone, a 


ſure Foundation, Iſa. xxviii. 16. 


 agamſi 


_ Offence, and a Stone of ſtu 


This was the Rock Peter confeſſed when he ſaid 
to our Saviour, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living 
God. Our Saviour ſays, upon this Rock will I build 
my Church, and the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail 
it, Matt. xvi. 18. 

St. Paul ſays, there is no other Foundation, Other 
Foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, which is 
Chrift Feſus, 1 Cor. iii. 11. And St. Peter applies 
that Place of the P/alms to Chri/t, This is the Stone 
which was ſet at nought by you Builders, which is be- 
come the Head Stone in the Corner, Acts, iv. 11. It 
ſhould not ſurpriſe us that to ſome this Rock is an 
mbling, to all ſelf-righteous 
People he will be fo to the End of the World. The 


Doctrine of his Merits, his Divinity, and Righteouſ- 


neſs, will for ever be difcarded by ſuch who have ne- 
ver ſeen through the Deceitfulneſs of our Perform- 
ances and Duties, nor known how Sin has mingled 


with and ſpoiled all our holy Things ; but to the poor 
in 
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in Spirit, to ſuch as feel their fallen State, and 
whoſe Eyes are open to their own Miſery, him 
and his Righteouſneſs will be precious, dearer than 
Silver or fine Gold, yea more precious and ſweet 
than Honey or the Honey-comb. 

A Soul who is wiſe to eternal Life, is properly 
likened by our dear Maſter to a Builder. Should one 
go about to build a Houſe which he would have ſtand 
ſome hundred Years, he would firſt dig deep, he 
would not value any Pains to come at the ſolid 
Ground, the firm Rack; nor would he count it loſt 
Time to make this ſure, . but having found this, he 
could go on ſafely. So alſo is it with a ſincere Man; 
he will not be cheated with the Form of Godlineſs, he 
will not any more think, Ml I do all the Good I can that 
is ſufficient, and ſhould I fail at laſt, I hope Cbriſts Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall make up the reſt, for this would be in- 
deed to make our Works the Fir/t, and Chrift the 
Laſt, to be ourſelves the Beginning, and let Him be 
the End. No, he hears the Sayings of our Saviour, he 
is awakened to hear in his Heart and to underſtand, 
and can't readily ſatisfy himſelf and cry Peace, when 
there is no Peace. His firſt thoughts are, J dor't 
know the Righteouſneſs of God, I am a Stranger to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, I have not yet received it in 
Heart, I will therefore not : conclude myſelf a true 
Chriſtian, I will not look upon myſelf converted, or fancy 
1 am a Child of God, till can jay, furely, in the Lord 
have I Righteouſneſs. 

He digs deep, and with Tears and inward Long- 
ing, and a Thirſt inſatiable, he looks after a Founda- 
tion that can't be ſhaken, a Rack that ſhall ſtand when 
the Heavens ſhall wax old, and the Earth periſh, and 
all old Things paſs away, and no Place be found for them 
any more. Though at times he enjoys many happy 
Frames, 'paſſes ſome happy Hours in the Company _ _ 
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of Children of Cad, hears with Delight the everlaſting 
Goſpel, and often iges the Powers of the World to 
come, with a fort of Extaſy and Rapture not to be 
expreſſed, yet he is not ſatisfied till our Saviewy is 
2 of him, and has f ag himjelf to him, till 

e can ſay, I have found the Lord! In his deep 
Wounds he lays his Foundation, and on his Righte- 
engage reſts fearleſs and ſafe. This is the Corner-ſtone 
which the Builders have rejected: This was the Foun- 
dation of the Prophets and Apoſtles : This is the Head 
Stone in all God's Building, whoſecver belitveth in Him 
Hull not be aſhamed, Epheſ. ii. 20. Rom. ix. 33. 

On the other Hand, he is a fooliſp Man who with- 
out much Thought builds upon the Sand. His Work 
may make a fine Shew and go on faſt, but the firſt 
ſwelling Flood, the firſt high Tide, when the Rains 
come heavy upon it and waſhes away the Sand, and 
when the Wind blows and beats againſt it, it falls. 
Juſt fo it is with a Soul who without underſtanding 
our Samour, hears his ſayings, and goes and ſeeks 
firſt his own Righteouſneſs ; he pleaſes himſelf that 
his ſincere Obedience will do, and after he has done 
all he can he ſhall get the Kingdom of Heaven. He 

does not ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righte- 
oufneſs, and beſides that all is Sand, all is without a 
Foundation and Ground; and though a Man may go 

far, and buſy himſelf in his dry Morality and good 
Works, as he falſely calls them, he muſt ſooner or 
later find it will not do, when he ſtands before the 
— of all the Earth, Then when God weighs his 


rayers, Alms, Duties, H , and Religion, he 
mult ſee the Hand- writing againſt him, TEKEL, TE· 
KEL, Thou art weighed in the Ballance and art found 
-wvanting. This ſhall be the Hurt of all, this ſhall be 
the Ruin and fpoiling of the whole, he built without 
our Saviour, he was without the Righteouſneſs of * 

a c 
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he never found the Reck, and perhaps never digged 
or ſought after Him, but ventured to ſtop ſhort of 
Him, and to build without a Foundation, and therefore 
he ſhall ſuffer the Loſs of all, and loſe his own Soul, | 
his Hopes, and all he built on that Sand. | 

David has that Character, by way of Eminence 
_—_— the Prophets, that he was the Man after God's 
own Heart, 1 Sam. xiii. 14. but yet however blame- 
leſs he had lived in other Reſpects, however religious 
and ftrict, yet he knew no Righteouſneſs could 
avail or help him but the Righteouſneſs of God, and * 
therefore he prays, Enter not into Judgment with thy | 
Servant; he knew he could not ſtand the Trial, or 
be juſtified by his Works, but ſays, I will go out im 
the Strength of the Lord, and will make mention of thy 
Righteouſneſs, and thine only, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. and this 
=—_ his Salvation and all his Deſire, when he came 
to die. 

Think then how weighty, and above all other 
Things this is neceſſary, that the Kingdom of Jeſus 
and his Righteouſneſs be found and made the Corner- 
flone, the ſure Foundation of your Souls. You muſt 
not ſay, how contrary to this Doctrine many have 
preached and taught; let God be true and every Man 
a Lyar. The Buller: have now, as well as former» 
1 rejected this Stone, and taught the People to lay 

rſt the ſandy Foundation of their own Works and 
Righteouſneſs; but ſuch raſh and giddy Men muſt 
one Day be aſhamed that they have done ſo, for they 
have taken away the Lord, and I don't know where they 
have laid him, they have made the preaching of Jeſus 
an Offence, and an Occaſion of tumbling, and the Blind 
have led the Blind till bath fall into the Ditch. O that 
the Lord would awaken ſuch Preachers to ſee their 
Sin, that henceforth they might venture no more to 
lead the Souls at random, but, like St. Paul, preach 

4 B Him 


10 
Him only, and know nothing beſides Him and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, that ſo they might be the Means of ſaving 
themſelves and thoſe that hear them. A Miniſter's 
Wiſdom and Learning, in this reſpect, will be of lit- 
tle Uſe to him, unleſs he has learned of the Chief Mi- 
mſter that the Rock is Chriſt; and if once he has hap- 
pily found him, he will ſpare no Coſt or Pains in his 


Power to baffle and throw down all other Things ſet 


up in our Saviour room, he will make a Babel of Self- 


righteouſneſs, and as an Idol treat every other pre- 


tended Good but the Only Holy One and his Merits. 


The Fall of the 7eruiſb Church happened this way; 
1 at the Stumbling-one, they being ignorant 
of God's Righteouſneſs went about to eſtabliſh their own, 
fo did not ſubmit to the „ F God. Vet 
St. Paul gives them thus far a good Character, They 
had a Zeal for God, but not according to Knowledge, 
2 fought Righteouſneſs but they did not attain it, and 
wherefore © becauſe they ſought it not in Chriſt, they 
fought it not by Faith, but as it were by the Warks of 
the Law, Rom, ix. 31, 32, 33. and x. 2, 3. In 
this ſame way many thouſands called Chriſtians have 
fooliſhly built, and been entirely ruined. O that God 
would fave all that hear me To-day from periſhing 
this way, and give all ſuch a due Concern about a 
Matter of ſo great moment, that from henceforth 
none might reſt till he had found the Lord, and laid 
his Foundation deep in the Clefts of that Rock, 

There are two Sorts of People who build upon the 
Rock and ſhall finally be ſaved, the firſt of theſe 
believe the Doctrine I have been laying down, and 


with all their Hearts know, alt Worts done before the 


Grace of Chrift and the Inſpiration of his Spirit are not 
pleaſant to God: * They are verily perſuaded, that all 
Things built upon any other Ground or Baſis, but 

upon 


*. See the 13th Article of the Church of England, 


[ an Þ * 
upon the Lord, muſt fall, and therefore they can't 
reſt or be ſatisfied till they have found him; but then 
they afterwards deal fooliſhly, for inſtead of walking 
in Chriſt Jeſus as they received Him, under a Senſe of 
their own Poverty and Impotence, and fo hving dai- 
ly, and going on and building in his Merits and Suf- 
ferings, his Obedience and Travail, his Love and 
free Salvation, they fancy that they muſt complete 
his Work with their ewn Works, and are always 
aiming at ſome high Eſtate, and to perfect, as it 
were, his Salvation. Their Works are not ſimply 
and only to glorify our Saviour, but with a View 
to make themſelves ſomewhat better, and out of a 
legal and beguiled Heart, or rather from a puzzled 
and perplexed Head, they ſeek to eſtabliſh their Righte- 
ouſneſs upon the Ground of Chri/?'s ; and tho' they 
never attain their Ends, yet by ſuch a fruitleſs and 
vain Attempt they loſe much, and their Lives are 
not ſo happy and comfortable in the Enjoyment of 
the Lord Jeſus and his Grace; and even theſe are 
they of whom St. Paul ſpeaks, when he ſays, they 
have built with Mood, Hay, and Stubble, their Warks 
ball be burnt up, and they ſhall ſuffer the Loſs 2 
&c. but they ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as by Fire, 1 Cor. iii. 
12, 15. This fiery Trial is in another Place yet 
mentioned, and will ſerve to make the Matter more 
clear. A Day ſhall come when the Lord ſhall fit as 
a Refiner and Purifier of Siluer, Mal. iii. 2, 3. Fs 
Fire ſhall try every Man's Work of what fort it is, 
that as when a Refiner melts Gold or Silver he burns 
up the Droſs, or cauſes it to evaporate, ſo our Sa- 
vigur, who will refine and purge the whale Houſe 
Ifrael, will purge away all thoſe Works done wi 
a ſervile or ſelfiſh View, and what favours of Pride, 
Highneſs, or what is Self-righteouſneſs under ano- 
ther Name, or in . or what ſerves to exalt 
2 Man, 
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Man, or ſet up the Creature. All this ſhall be burnt 
up, but the Soul juſtified and grounded upon him, 
(however in other Matters they may have dealt 
weakly and fooliſhly) ſhall be ſaved; for what God 
- Has built upon the Stone laid in Sion, ſhall not be 
Toft, for our Saviour's Honour and Word fake, ws 
Mull be ſaved with an everlaſiing Salvation. But ſ 
as I have now deſcribed, through their making ſo 
much of their Works, and laying ſo little Streſs up- 
on our Saviour, often trouble themſelves exceeding- 
ty, and unleſs at ſome particular Seaſons of Grace, 
or in ſome ſweet Frames, they are either very apt 
to doubt and be heavy, and ſo ſuffer Loſs unſpeak- 
able, or elſe through a ſort of ſpiritual Pride, and 
forgetting they were perfect only through the Comeli- 
eſs our Saviour had put upon them, they ſhould be 
ready to think, my own Works and Faithfulneſs 
have done this, and fo provoke God to ftrip them 
and make them naked and bare, as was the Caſe 
of Iſrarl, Exzek. xvi. 14, &c. fo theſe ſuffer a Loſs 
alſo, and learn by painful Experience, tis beſt to 
fit down at Jeſuss Feet meek and lowly, and reſt 
wholly upon him like a poor Sinner for ever. 
The ſecond Sort of People who build upon the 
Rock and ſhall be ſaved, are ſuch as have deeply 
felt the Fall and Miſery of their own Souls, and 
ho have learned of the Holy Spirit how ruined, 
7 helpleſs, and (poiled they were by Nature, and who 
fought and found the Rock of Ages, Chriſt Jaſus, 
and whom no Joy, Grace, or Blefling could exalt, 
bat rather abaſe, and make more and more aſhamed 
beſore his gracious Feet. Theſe are a People truly 
zealous of good Moris, and for our Saviour's fake 
would father die than grieve him: They pray, 
they hear, they love the Ordinances of Chriſt, and 
do joyfully all bis Will, his Commandments are not 


grievous 
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grievous to them; they ſhun what they can ſup- 
poſe would grieve him as à Serpent, hating the 
very Places where they have ſinned, and the Gar- 
ments ſpotted with the Fleſb, but in the Bottom of 
their Hearts they make no Righteouſneſs of it, no 

terrible Law has urged them on, or thunderin 
Judgments driven them to their ſtrict Obedience; 
Love has conſtrained them, and aut of a Heart 
waſhed and made happy through the Blood of the 
Lamb, they have done all their Works, and with 
Shame have been ſorry that in all Things they have 
come ſo ſhort and failed; but they live upon the Par- 
don and free Mercy of Jeſus, as at firſt, and know 
they are ſaved freely, and loved, not for Warks of 
Righteouſneſs that they have done, nor do they ſtand in 
the Favour of God by means of their — but 
in Faith they ſtand, and thro' Grace are preſerved 
for his Name fake, and built up in the Knowledge and 
Love of God : Every Fault or Weakneſs they per- 
ceive, brings them nearer to our Saviour for For- 
giveneſs, and teaches them to cleave to Him the 
more, to love Him dearer, and to reſolve to ſtay 
with Him, and continue his poor and needy Chil- 
dren. Such an one does not want to be high or 
eminent, or to be eſteemed a Saint, or better than 
another, but his higheſt Aim is to pleaſe the Lord 
that bought him, his tender Heart inwardly honours 
and lives to Him, and he enjoys an uninterrupted 
happy Seaſon with his Redeemer. He gets more 
and more acquainted with Him, and is more ſolidly 
built, rooted, and grounded in Him. No forced 
Concluſions from certain Scriptures, or Conſe- 
uences of ſome favourite Doctrine or Scheme of 
eligion are his Support: He is-not edified with 
Fancies, but with a real Intimacy and Familiati- 
ty with our 5% Friend, the Lord Chriſt, —— 
a jure 
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a ſure Knowledge of his Heart toward Him. This 
Man builds with Gold, Silver, and precious Stone, 
and when the Fire ſhall try every Man's Works his 
Dall fland, and bis Works be rewarded with his di- 
vine Maſter's Approbation, Mell done good and 
Faithful Servant, and he ſhall not loſe his Crown of 
rejoicing. 

There are alſo two Sorts of fooliſh People who 
miſs Salvation; the firſt, who hear our Sawvur's 
Sayings, but as lightly regard them as if they 
were of no Conſequence; and theſe never ſeek 
after -Happineſs, but run on in Sin, in Drun- 
kenneſs, Blaſphemies, Whoredoms, careleſs and 
debauched Living, and, like as a Horſe ruſhes into 
the Battle, they ruſh into Hell, and theſe are 
really much to be pitied, though they pity not 
themſelves. There is yet another Sort who are 
ſerious, and profeſs a religious Life, but ſuper- 
ficially and without digging deep, and ſearching for 
the only Rock and fure Foundation, which is 550 
Chrift; they content themſelves in their good 
Church, their religious Cuſtoms, their pious Deeds, 
Charity, and Prayers, &c. and this ſerves till a 
time of Trial; but when Death warns them to 
another World, and the cloſe Thoughts of ſtand- 
ing before God in fuch a Righteouſneſs, the feel- 
ing no inward Certainty or Confidence of our Sa- 
gior's Love, but a fecret Fear of departing, a 
miſtruſting all, and finding that Conviction, Yet 
lackeſi thou one Thing, they fail, and begin te 
cry out for ſome better Ground. Sometimes the 
Houſe built upon Sand ſtands till the Flood out of 
the Dragon's Mouth, which is Perſecution, ari- 
ſeth, or when "Femptations numerous as Drops of 
Rain deſcend, or when every Wind of Doctrine 
blows againft it, and then down it falls, _ 

| Sou 
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Soul, the cheated and deceived Soul, is left wretch- 
ed, naked, frighted, and miſerable, and might be 
told before Men and Angels, Thou Fool, without a 
Foundation, thou haſt built upon Sand. 

In both theſe Caſes it is yet ſomewhat tolerable; 
for a Perſon awakened upon his Death-bed, and 
convinced that hitherto he has deceived his own 
Soul, may, and ſhall, when he turns to the Lord, 
find Him a Rock whereon he may truſt, and ſhall 
thereby eſcape. Alſo one ſhook with Perſecution, 
or by Temptations, or who by Means of ſome 
powerful Wind of Doctfine ſees his Righteouſneſs, 
which perhaps for many Years together he had 
been building up, now thrown down in a Moment, 
and is in Diſtreſs, and wants a Reſt for his Soul, 
may apply to the Healer of his People, and find that 
Man a Refuge in the flormy Wind and Tempeſt, and 
the Shadow of a great Rock in a weary Land. But 
there are Souls who will not be convinced of their 
Folly till the great Day, the Day of Deciſan comes, 
and then, however they have vaunted and ſtood 

roudly, however fine and gaudy their Shew of 
Piety may appear, if they have not found Jeſus in 
their Hearts, if they have rejected that Head Stone in 
the Corner, and have not his Righteouſneſs, tho' they 
had in Appearance the Holineſs of a Cherub, z# 
a eg / the Tempeſt of that Day, the ſhaking 
of Heaven and Earth, and the Preſence of the Re- 
finer, before whoſe Face the Angels are charged with 
Folly, and in whoſe Sight the Heavens are impure, ſhall 
amaze them, and they and all their falſe Hopes, 
their Knowledge, and whatever elſe they could 
boaſt of, ſhall fall, and great /hall be the Fall: They 
ſhall tremble and ſhake before our Saviour, and 
fink down into the Pit with all their Religion, be- 
cauſe they deſpiſed the Elect Stone which God "wy in 
ion 
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Sion, and would ſooner and rather truſt their own 


Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs than the Merits and 
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it be proved true, are that have 
their Truſt in Him... yi 4243545. 54 IE 
Since then Cbriſ in hum the Chief Corner-/lone, 
the Foundation and. GM, of his prox; Peqple, let all 
here aſk their own Hearts, Am Lbullt 
Have I N Right toi Led is 
my Rock © I have fund ih Lor aguch as have 
found Him he is a gtecia und & tried Stoney precious, 
fince.all, wha have Him are thereby made ſafe and 
happy to Eternity, And not only; has God tried 
Him, When he laid upon Him all our Sins, and vi- 
fited our Iniquities upon Him, and he endured and 
went thro the Wrath, and proved a faithful Advo- 

cate ànd Surety of his People; but many thouſand 
Prophets n Confeilars, and Vir- 

in all Ages, have reſted and built all upon 
— and found Him faithful... Their laſt Hours 
were Wuneſs how he ſtood by them; they could 
depart rejoicing and fearleſs, nor; did any of them 
depend upon Him in vain... T hey try in Him nd 
were hotten,... Thay were built upon d nei- 
ther Fire, nor Water, nor Perſecutio — emp- 
tations, nor 1 nor N (4 = 
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to depend upon. Cbriſt and his Merits; and would 
not be of their Religion who wholly reſt on Nis 
Grace; but choſt er to confſde in their g. 
Life, or nce, or Duties, or Charity 
yet when the Terrors of Death c]me upO 
r they found themſelves launching into Eternity, 
an 
— fail, and all their fine and brut admir'd 
Structure totter, *.* t for a Saviour 
and his Blood, a 1 * as poor 
dinners ſaved by Grace up be, ha 
Company” Mey once SN C5 "on 
peiis daily; and in all Ages, 
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them; or ruſtt on with 3 of 


cutioh and bitter Pangs, or Sicktſefs, as ken, 4 


much lefs &vefttirned; their none — ait; 
they have hot reperited that red him too 
much, or made too, much of his free Mercy 15 2 
Metits; nor have they warfled ot efh to beware. of 
fuch a Danger, or found With" pu "they believed 
and knew in che World, now fave cem to fi, 
ot forſaxe tem when their Sh 185 Þth. failed them 
is Salvation, 117 n 

thought and ce ſſed, amidſt alli their Wealnelſes.” 
Agoniey; int $ Sidkriefſes, how, bleſſed they wete in 
having built p61" this Ro „ and” bang g8t 15 Se 

His G64 for thei?" Sele. O How IWeet., 
and '\preeivus''7# the” Lamb f. in 2. cin Hqur 0 
have Him with us, and to be fennbfe his 8 * 
Arms are underneath w When D we afe exp ting. 
biddin cing all the World adieu, is tbovye' je 75 


bleſſed. A Soul in this Caſe is not afraid, he 7s 
built upon the Rock and ſbail ſtand. 
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May the great Mater Builder, our Lord and Sa- 


viaur Te =_—_— us 4 deep Foundation in Him, and 
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Peace of Mind and continual Fellowſhip with thee, 
let me * th * _ poor: but happy Pil- 
im in this Life, and paſs. my Days in 7 
oa of my eternal Salvation. . os « FE: * 
For thy tender Mercies ſake ſuffer 116 never to 
be deceivedy. ſq as to build upon Sand! O rather 
ler my Heart and Souls unfeiguvdby teſt upon thy 
Blood and Righteouſneſs, and even in my laſt 
Hour, and Wen thou Ahalt-came again to Judg- 
ment, let me be found e e gn the Rock of Ages, 
and without * e N of e Shadow of 4 
Death, and f the King = 
Terrors. Let wp undiſtnay hea iy conn gn 
blow before theg inv che DI 5 An 
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2 Here out # reach of ev'ry Foe, 
She ſtoops and views the World What 1 
Beholds the deſert Lands, 


White Fiends conſpire like Winds * gig. 
And ſwelling Floods, to ſhake, in 5 | 
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2 Wen high the ſtormy Billows riſe,. 
And Clouds prevent the clearer . 5 
My Soul finds here a Reſt, 
A Hiding-Place till all is oer, 
The Clefts I prove,. ſecure and TIE 


Where happy I am bleſt. n 
i Within this Rock ty Soul deſcrties 
To thouſand ſacred Rarities 
The Place where Moſes Jawa, 5 OE TS 
When he JEHOV AH's Glory Mew d. 


The Back- parts of the unſeen God, | 
As he tranſparent Glaſs. 


5 Here one may alſo ſtand and ſee | 
Mount Taber and Mount Cat»a 77. 
And from this Mountain's Height, 
A Soul whoſe Eyes are ſtrong may. view 
Mount Sion and the Armies too, 


Upon it cloath'd in white. 
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6 On this eternal Rock is gran 
The Names of all-who go'to E 
This Stone God try'd and laid, -- | 
That all the Church 5 build — ; 
Ls Feſus is this choſen Stone, 
Tu truſt him unafraid. 
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